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ENVISIONING SUSTAINABLE NORTHAMPTON

Existing Green Space & Bicycle Network

park and bicycle network.  Many of 
the bicycle routes exist as distinct 
paths, but there is also a strong
bicycle presence on the street. 
Many residents commute to work
via bicycle--even trash is collected 
on bicycles by the Pedal People.

Northampton is surrounded by 
natural and agricultural land
and these permeate the City.  
Illustrated separately here
are existing parks, schools, and
cemeteries.

King Street Existing

Central Northampton Existing

25 

   KEY:

 CEMETERIES

 

 SCHOOLS

 

 PARKS

 EXISTING BIKE PATHS

0’ 2000’ 4000’

5000’3000’1000’



N

ENVISIONING SUSTAINABLE NORTHAMPTON

Proposed Green Space & Bicycle Network

Although Northampton prioritizes
green space and bicycle paths,
The Notre Dame Graduate Urban
Design Studio believes the existing
network could be enhanced. 
Woven throughout ESN are parks, 
gardens, green belts, and paths.

Of particular prominence are 
the proposals for King Street
and central Northampton (Main 
Street, Pleasant and Conz).  In 
the King Street proposal Barrett 
Street Marsh, a public park, and 
community gardens link together
to form a green belt.  South of 
Main Street, two large parks are 
proposed - one formal, one informal 
- that remember the Mill River’s 
historic route.  A bicycle path is
also proposed along the Mill River.

King Street Proposal

Central Northampton Proposal
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King Street Existing

Central Northampton Existing

Existing Parking Lots & Garages

parking lots and two parking 
garages in Northampton.  Note
the concentration of impervious 
surfaces along King Street, in the
Industrial Park, and south of Main 
Street.
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King Street Proposal

Central Northampton Proposal

Proposed Parking Lots & Garages

ESN proposes a dramatic
shift in the way Northampton
accomodates parking.  Parking
should be located along the street
and interior to blocks, rather than 
in lots fronting the street.  Buildings 
should always front the street to 
shape public space.  When possible,
parking lots should be pervious.

In ESN, parking has been relocatedN
along the street and interior to
blocks.  Three parking garages 
have been proposed for central 
Northampton.  Parking pressures 
are also relieved by providing
walkable neighborhoods, and
would be further ameliorated by 
improved public transportation.
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ENVISIONING SUSTAINABLE NORTHAMPTON

  Envisioning Sustainable Northampton

Masterplan
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Sector Map (Design Strategy)

Illustrated here is the over-arching
design strategy of ESN.

Each sector is defined by and includes 

the following:

Sending (No Growth)

Medium Slopes
 Woodlands
 Flood Plain
 Open Space to be Acquired
 Corridors to be Acquired
 Buffers to be Acquired
 Legacy Woodland
 Legacy Farmland
 Legacy Viewshed
 Surface Waterbodies
 Protected Wetlands
 Protected Habitat
 Riparian Corridors
 Conservation Easements
 Land Trust
 Transport Corridors
 Open Space
 Selected Residential Subdivisions

Receiving (Concentrated Growth)

Proximity to Major Thoroughfares
 Proximity to Major Transit
 Already Developed Areas

Infill Growth

Already Developed Areas
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1/4 Mile Radius (5 Minute Walk)

h dashed circle represents aEach
inute (1/4 mile) walk from5-mi
er to edge, or a 10-minutecente
mile) walk from edge to edge.   (1/2 

-minute walk is generally A 5-
fortable for pedestrians; and comf
area inside each circle is called the a
edestrian shed.”a “pe

1/4-mile-radius circle is The 1
y drawn over the world’seasil
neighborhoods.  ESN has best n

wn this circle over exisitng anddraw
ntial neighborhood centers poten
orthampton.  Within theseof No
hborhoods ESN proposes aneigh

monious mix of uses and publicharm
es.space
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   T1 (NATURAL)

   
   T2 (RURAL)

   T3 (SUB-URBAN)

   
   T4 (GENERAL URBAN)

   T5 (URBAN CENTER)

   SD (SPECIAL DISTRICT)

   
   CS (CIVIC SPACE)

Existing Transect Map
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